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National History Day (NHD) is a year-long curriculum program for students in grades 6-12. Its methodology 
includes extensive primary and secondary research into a topic of choice related to an annual theme. Teachers 
guide students through a project-based learning experience, which pulls together Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts, especially the appendix outlined as Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects, in a meaningful and coherent fashion. National History Day is unique in the sense that it 
requires both informative and argumentative writing of students who conduct research based on their own 
questions and interests as they relate to the NHD theme. Annually, students may enter their research project into a 
national competition that begins at the regional or state level. 

In addition to recent research findings (http://www.nhd.org/NHDworks.htm), which indicate that History Day 
students outperform their non-History Day peers in all subject areas, History Day is an instructional methodology 
which meets the highest levels of required social studies standards. 

KEY 
The standard is in boldface type. 
A one- to two-word description is in red boldface (thanks to the Disciplinary Literacy Team at the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction and Doug Buehl for the wording). 

Descriptions of application(s) to NHD are in the right column, highlighted in blue. 
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CCSS Standard 
Anchor Standard 

Reading/History (RH) 1 

Explicit/implicit meanings 

RH 2 

Main ideas 

RH 3 

Text relationships 

RH 4 

Vocabulary 

RH 5 

Text structure 

RH 6 

Author 
purpose/perspective 
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RH 7 

Visual literacy/ 
technology 

RH 8 

Argument and support 

RH 9 

Multiple texts 

RH 10 

Text complexity 
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CCSS Standard 
Anchor Standard

Writing/History 
(WHST) 
1 

Argumentative  
writing 



National History Day and the Common Core State Standards: Connections and Correlations Page 4

WHST 2 

Informative/ 
explanatory writing 

WHST 3 

Narrative 

WHST 4 

Task, purpose and 
audience 
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WHST 5 

Writing process 

WHST 6 

Technology 

WHST 7 

Inquiry and research 

WHST 8 

Relevant and 
reliable 
resources 
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WHST 9 

Evidence for analysis 
and reflection 

WHST 10 

Routine writing 
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CCSS Standard 
Anchor Standard

Speaking and 
Listening (SL) 1 

Collaboration – –

SL 2 

Information analysis 
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SL 3 

Bias 

SL 4 

Presentation 

SL 5 

Visual aids 

SL 6 

Speech adaptation 

For more information about National History Day,  

please call 301-314-9739 or email info@nhd.org 


